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RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

TN THE CLAIMS : MAR 1 9 2007 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A system foi stabilizing a spine, comprising: 

a first toeaded member configured to couple to a first bone during use; 

a second threaded member configured to couple to a second bone during use; 

a first flexible member configured to couple to the first threaded member during use; 

a second flexible member configured to couple to the second threaded member during 

use; and 

&,OTW^ing mechanism, 

wherein the first flexible member and ttie second flexible mraiber are guides for 
positioning [[a]] tfie coupling mechanism at a desired position relative to the first threaded 
member and the second threaded member. 

2. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, fiutfaor oompriaing tho coupling moohonism , 
wherein the coupling mechanism is configured to couple the first threaded member to the second 
threaded member during use. 

3» (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, fiarthor oompriaing tho coupling moohonism , 
wherein the coupling mechanism is positionable using the first flexible member and the second 
flexible member during use, and wherein the coupling mechanism is configured to couple the 
first tlireaded member to the second flnible member during use. 

4, (Currenfly amended) The system of claim 1, forfhor oomprioing tho oouplmc mo nhnninm , 

wherein the coupling mechanism comprises: 

a first ring configured to engage a portion of the first threaded member during use; and 
a second ring configured to engage a portion of the second threaded member during use. 
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5. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, furtfaor oomy i iuljxg tlio coupling moohnmOT n> 
wherein the coupling mechanism comprises a ring configured to engage a portion of the first 
threaded member or the second threaded member during use. 

6. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, fmd i ui tum p rioi nfi the ooupling moohoniom, 
wherein the coupling mechanism comprises: 

a first ring comprising protrusions configured to engage protrusions on a head of the first 
threaded member during use; and 

a second ring comprising protrusions configured to engage protrusions on a head of the 
second threaded member during use. 

7. (Currently amended) The system of claim 1, fiirthor comprioingtfao ooup l ing m onhnnif rm^ 
wherein the coupling mechanism comprises: 

a first connector configured to engage the first threaded member positioned in bone; 

a second connector configured to engage the second threaded member positioned in bone; 

and 

an elongated section configured to oouple the first connector to the second connector. 
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8. (Currently amended) A system for stabilizing a spine, comprising: 

a first threaded member comprising a n mner conduit and configured to conple to a first 
vertebra during use; 

a second threaded member configured to couple to a second vertebra during use; 

ft flexible member ^ H^pt^ri fnr re movable attach ment to the first threaded member to 
pofiition one or more additional comnopents proxi mate to the first threaded member durinft use; 
and 

a coupling mechanism comprising: 

a first connector configured to engage a portion of the first threaded member 

during use; 

a second connector configured to engage a portion of the second threaded member 
during use; and 

an elongated member configured to couple to the first connector and the second 
connector such that the first vertebra is coupled to the second vertebraraad 
wfa eroin at looflt one of th e- thfooded mombora comprioeo on ipn e FOonduit configured to 
oouplo to g flexibl e m e tBAcr during uoo . 

9. (Currently amended) The system of claim 8,i4wther comprising one or more guiding 
mechanisms ^nr^inHinp tb e flexible member configured to position the coupling mechanism 
proximate the first threaded member and the second threaded mraiber through an opening in soft 
tissue during use. 

10. (Original) The system ofclaim 8, wherein at least one of the connectors coniprises a ^ 
wall to engage a portion of a ring during use. 

11. (Currently amended) cjicf^ ^Ifltm wherein the inner conduit of the first threaded 
member comprises a Areading, and wherein the threading is configured to engage threading of 
[[a]] ^ flexible member. 
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12. (Original) The system of claim 8, ftuther comprising: 

a ring configured to couple at least one of the threaded members to at least one of the 

connectors during use; and 

wherein at least one of the connectors is configured to ftictionally lock the ring. 

13. (Withdrawn) Amethodof stabilizing vertebrae, comprising: 

coupling a first member of a stabilization system to a first vertebra; and 

moving a separating member from tlie first vertebra to a second vertebra through soft 

tissue to separate the soft tissue substantially on a plane between tiie first vertebra and the second 

vertebra without severing the soft tissue. 

14. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 13, wherem the separating member comprises a needle. 

15. (Withdrawn) Themethodof claim 13, fiuther comprising coupling a second member of the 
spinal stabilizBtion system to the second vertebra, and providing a coupling mechanism to 
connect the first memb^ to the second member. 

16. (Withdrawn) The method ofdaim 15, fiirther comprising formmg an opening through so^ 
tissue to allow access to the first vertebra, wherein the opening is less than about 4 cm in length 
at a sur&ce of the sldn. 

17. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 15, fiarther comprising coupling a first flexible member 
to the first member, coupling a second flexible member to flie second member, and guiding the 
coupling mechanism toward the first member and the second member using flie first flexible 
member and the second flexible member. 

18. (Withdrawn) Themethodof claim 15, fhrther comprising adjusting 
connectors of the coupling mechanism. 
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19. (Withdrawn) Themethodofdaun 15, fturther comprising adjusti^^ 

connectors of the coupling mechanism, and setting the length between the connectors by shearing 
off a head of a setscrew. 

20. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 1 5, further comprising positioning the coupling 
mechanism using a first guide coupled to the first member and a second guide coupled to the 
second member, and removing the first guide from the first member and the second guide from 
the second member, 

21. (Currently amended) A flexible member for a spinal stabilization system, comprising: 

a first section comprising a first stiffness; 

a second section comprising a second stiffiiess and adapted for removable attachment to a 
head portion of a bone screw; and 

wherein the stiffcess of the second section is greater than the stiffiiess of the first section. 

Claims 22-31 cancelled. 

32. (Currently amended) A system for stabilizing a spine, comprising: 

a first threaded member configured to couple to a first portion of bone during use; 

a second threaded member configured to couple to a second portion of bone during use; 

^ fijH.^ la^it^t A r»^w ftonfipired tft cQuplfi to a head portion of the first threaded 

member, and 

a second flexible member configured to couple to,ahradBestiQasf the second threaded 
member during use. 

33 . (Qri^nal) The system of claim 32, further comprising a coupling mechanism configured to 
couple the first threaded m^ber to the second threaded member during use. 

34. (Original) The system of claim 32, fiarlher comprising a coupling mechanism positionable 
using the first fl^ible member and tfie second flexible memb^ during use, and wherein the 
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coiipliag mechanism is configured to couple the first threaded member to the second tlireaded 
member diarmg use* 

35. (Original) The system ofdaim32> further comprising a coupling mechanism comp^^ 

a first ring configured to engage a portion of the first threaded member during use; and 
a second ring configured to engage a portion of the second threaded membCT during use. 

36. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein at least one of the flexible members comprises a 
cable. 

37. (Original) The system of claim 32, wherein at least one of the flexiblef members comprises a 
variable thickness cable. 

38. (Original) lliesystemof claim 32, wherein at least one of the flexible members comprises a 
stopping mechanism. 

39. (Original) TT^e system ofdaim 32, fijrther comprising a coupling mechanism coroprism^^ 

a first connector configured to engage the first threaded member positioned in bone; 

a second connector configured to engage the second threaded memb» positioned in bone; 

and 

an elongated section configuied to couple the first connecting section to the second 
connecting section. 

40. (Original) The system of claim 32, fiirfher comprising a coiqjlmg mechanism com^ 
least one connector configured to engage a direaded member dnring use. 

41 . (Original) The system of daim 32, wherein the first flexible member is positionable throu^ 
the first threaded member opening in a coupling mechanism during use. 

42. (Original) Thesystemof claim 32, wherein the first flexible member is positionable thr^ 
the first threaded member opening in a coupling mechanism during use, and wherem the second 
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flexible member is positionable through a second ttireaded member opening in flie coupling 
mechanism during use. 

43. (Original) A bone stabilization system, comprising: 

a threaded member comprising one or more protrusions on a head of the threaded 
member; 

a ring configured to engage protrusions on the head of the threaded member during use; 

and 

a coupling mechanism configured to engage the threaded member during use comprising: 
an opening through a connector configured to engage the threaded member during 

we; 

a locking mechanism configured to couple the threaded member to the ring during 
use; and 

wherein the system is configured such that interaction of protrusions on the head of the 
threaded member and the ring inhibits rotation of the threaded member in the bone during use. 

Claims 44-50 cancelled. 

51. (Original) A ring configured to couple a threaded member to a couplmg mechanism duri^ 
use, comprising: 

a first surface configured to engage a wall of the coupling mechanism during use; 

a second sui&ce configured to engage a locking mechanism during use; and 

a third surface comprising one or more teeth configured to engage a portion of the 

threaded member during use such that rotational movement of the threaded member in bone 

during use is inhibited 

Claims 52-64 cancelled* 

65. (Withdrawn) A method of stabili2dng a spine, comprising: 
coupling a first threaded member to a first vertebra; 
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establishing a plane of separated tissue between the first vertebra and a second vertebra; 

and 

coupling a second threaded member to the second vertebra. 

66. (Withdrawn) A method of stabilizing a spine, comprising: 

accessing a first portion of the spine through an opening in soft tissue; 

coupling a first threaded member of a spine stabilization system to the first portion of the 

spine; 

estabUshing a plane of separated tissue b^een the first portion of the spine and a second 
portion of the spine; 

accessing the second portion of the spine through the plane of separated tissue; 

coupling a second tfireaded member of the spine stabilization syst^ to the second 
portion of fiie spine; 

providing a couplingmechanism of the spinal stabilization system to the plane of 
separated tissue; 

coi^ling a first section of the coupling mechanism to the first portion of the spine; and 
coupling a second section of tfie coupling mecfaanism to the second portion of the spine. 

Claims 67-69 are cancelled. 

70. (Withdrawn) A method of stabilizing a spine, comprising: 

accessing a portion of the spine through an opening in soft tissue; 
coupling a flexible member to a first vertebra in the portion of the spine; 
co\q)ling a second flexible member to a second vertebra in the portion of the spine; 
positioning a coiqjling mechanism proximate the first vertebra and the second vertebra 

using a first guide mechanism and a second guide mechanism; 

coupling a first section of the coupling mechanism to flie first vertebra; and 
coupUng a second section of the coupling mechanism to the second v^^ 
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